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MAP
ABU DHABI AT A GLANCE
BUCKET LIST
YAS ISLAND
SAADIYAT ISLAND

Welcome to your deﬁnitive guide to Abu Dhabi,
the capital city of the United Arab Emirates.
In the following pages, you will discover all
that the city has to oﬀer for the year ahead,
from beautiful beaches, to magniﬁcent works
of architecture, to world-class festivals, and a
whole lot more. The regions of Abu Dhabi are
diverse, ranging from coastlines, mountains,
desert and inner-city metropoles – each
with oﬀerings for the whole family and full
spectrum of traveller.

CORNICHE/DOWNTOWN
AL AIN
THE MAJESTIC DESERT
ITINERARIES
EXPO 2020
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN
ABU DHABI

You will discover where to ﬁnd these
destinations, what to do while you’re there,
along with a helpful guide to the world-class
accommodations that will allow you to explore
each region of Abu Dhabi. The city has big
ambitions for the year ahead, which include
supporting one of the world’s biggest events,
Expo 2020, and unveiling the Zayed
National Museum.
Enjoy reading this extensive guide, and get
ready to fall in love with Abu Dhabi.
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ABU DHABI
TO HELP YOU GET YOUR BEARINGS, HERE’S
A HANDY MAP OF ABU DHABI OUTLINING THE
KEY REGIONS AND ATTRACTIONS TO EXPLORE.
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ABU DHABI
AT A GLANCE
BEFORE BEGINNING AN
EXCITING GETAWAY OR
SOIREE TO ABU DHABI,
THERE ARE A FEW THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW.
HERE ARE THE ESSENTIALS.

HOW SAFE IS ABU DHABI?
Abu Dhabi is considered one of the safest
cities in the world. The UAE capital was
ranked the safest city in the world in 2019,
according to crowd-sourcing platform
Numbeo’s Crime Index.

HOW DO I GET TO ABU
DHABI FROM AUSTRALIA?
Getting to the UAE capital is a breeze, as
Etihad operates multiple non-stop ﬂights
per week from three Australian cities to Abu
Dhabi: Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne.
Etihad also oﬀers a collection of packages
for trips to Abu Dhabi, its attractions and
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accommodations. Abu Dhabi Cruise Terminal
also welcomes several diﬀerent cruise liners
over the course of the winter season.
For the upcoming season, MSC Lirica and
Costa Cruises will make the new Abu Dhabi
Cruise terminal their winter-sun home.
AIDAstella, Celebrity Constellation and
MSC Splendida will also oﬀer Abu Dhabioriginating cruises.
Upon arrival to the UAE, Australians also
receive a free 30-day tourist visa. For other
situations, DFAT recommends contacting the
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How to talk like a local
Arabic is the oﬃcial language of the UAE, although English is widely spoken. Most road
and shop signs and restaurant menus are in both languages; however, the further travellers
go from the city, the more of the Arabic language they will encounter, both in written and
spoken forms. Here are a few phrases to get you started.

GREETINGS:
• Hi – Salam
• Good morning – Sabah el kheer
• Good evening – Masaa el kheer
• Welcome! (to greet someone) – Marhaba
• How are you? – Kaifa alhal
• I’m ﬁne, thanks – Ana bekhair, shokran
• And you? – Wa ant?
• Thank you (very much)!
– Shukran (jazeelan)
• You’re welcome! (for thank you) – Afwan
• Good night – Tosbeho ala khair
• Goodbye – Ma’a salama.

Local contacts
For Australian travellers requiring consular
assistance, advise they contact the Australian
Embassy in Abu Dhabi or the Australian
Consulate-General in Abu Dhabi.
For those after further advice or pre-travel
guidance, point them towards DFAT and
Smartraveller.gov.au.

nearest UAE embassy or consulate general.
When in-country, the local currency is the
United Arab Emirates Dirham (AED), which
oﬀers a decent exchange rate for Australian
travellers compared to a lot of other
destinations, currently.

HOW DO I GET
AROUND ABU DHABI?
Abu Dhabi is equipped with a plethora of
diﬀerent modes of transport. But some of
the more unusual (and most stylish) ways
to navigate the city include Jalboot Luxury
Sightseeing Cruises, Falcon Aviation
helicopter rides, or standard taxis and

public transport. All are aﬀordable and
widely available. Taxis are the best way to
get around Abu Dhabi. They are plentiful,
clean and very aﬀordable, but one thing to
remember is you must have local currency.
A traditional and memorable way to explore
Abu Dhabi is by water taxi, which are
available between some of the Emirate’s most
established waterfront tourism destinations.
The Abra Water Hopping Service utilises a
charming traditional wooden abra, operating
between the Khor Al Maqta Hotels, Eastern
Mangroves and Yas Island.

ASKING FOR HELP
AND DIRECTIONS:
• I’m lost – Ada’tu tareeqi
• Can you help me? – Momkin mosa’adati?
• Straight/left/ right – Ala tool/yisar/
yamen
• How much is this? – B kam hatha?
(th as in bath)
• Excuse me...! (to ask for something or
to pass by) – Law samaht.

Apps worth
downloading
Visit Abu Dhabi: Find fast and easyto-navigate information on getting to
and around Abu Dhabi. Abu Dhabi
Events: This app is Abu Dhabi’s
oﬃcial events calendar and a onestop resource to discover the best of
the Emirate’s happenings.

HOW DIFFERENT IS THE
CULTURE OF ABU DHABI
TO AUSTRALIA?
The UAE observes a more modest dress
sense than Australia, with visitors advised
to wear clothes that cover their shoulders
and knees. Swimsuits and board shorts are,
however, perfect swimwear for the beaches
of Abu Dhabi. Abu Dhabi’s behaviour codes
diﬀer, too. It’s best to keep any displays of
aﬀection indoors and not on public display.
Visitors to Abu Dhabi should remember the
nation has a proud sense of patriotism and
dedication to its national faith, Islam.
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ABU DHABI’S

BUCKET-LIST
EXPERIENCES

WHETHER FOR THE FIRST TIME OR FOR A FOLLOW-UP, THESE ARE THE TOP
10 EXPERIENCES YOU CANNOT GO WITHOUT ON A VISIT TO ABU DHABI.

1
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SHEIKH ZAYED
GRAND MOSQUE
The postcard of Abu Dhabi,
and one of the world’s most
extraordinary religious
landmarks, Sheikh Zayed
Grand Mosque is an
immediately recognisable
monument of the Emirate.
Walk its magnificent halls,
take a day tour or observe
the UAE’s largest mosque in
its religious setting – as the
region’s key place of worship
– which is capable of holding
more than 40,000 people
for prayer.
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EMIRATES PALACE
The height of luxury,
Emirates Palace is one of Abu
Dhabi’s premier properties
and one of the city’s best
stops for a picture-perfect
experience. Sip a gold-flaked
cappuccino – Emirates
Palace’s signature beverage –
or dig into a gold-encrusted
ice cream at Le Café for a
lavish indulgence. The choice
is yours.

3

2

LOUVRE ABU DHABI
A sight to see, the Louvre
Abu Dhabi is one of the
most evocative museums
in the world and houses art
from manifold cultures and
eras, including the emirate’s
developing compilation.
Designed by Pritzker-Prizewinning architect Jean
Nouvel, the Louvre Abu Dhabi
encompasses 9,200 square
metres of galleries, enriched
by artefacts from notable
French museums, which are
rotated on a 10-year basis.
These include loans from
Musee du Louvre, Musee
d’Orsay, and Centre Pompidou.

QASR AL SARAB
DESERT RESORT
BY ANANTARA
On the outskirts of Abu Dhabi,
among the world’s largest
sand desert, lies the five-star
Qasr Al Sarab by Anantara – a
resort that ought to belong in
Arabian Nights. Visitors will
not want to leave this property,
as they experience the UAE’s
ultimate in Arabian desert
accommodation.

4
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THE BEACHES
White sand, clear sapphireblue waters, and chic
beachside accommodation
and bars abound across the
coast of Abu Dhabi. Likewise,
the choice of beaches is also
as broad, with a selection
across the region, including
Saadiyat Beach Club, Yas
Beach and Corniche Beach,
along with a breadth of
private beaches owned by
Abu Dhabi’s luxury hotels
and resorts.

YAS MARINA
CIRCUIT

7
010

Drive the world-renowned
Yas Marina Circuit in one of
several motorcars, including
a Formula YAS 3000 – the
closest thing to a Formula 1
car. Yas Marina Circuit is the
host of the F1 Etihad Airways
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. While
adults can either watch or get
behind the wheel, kids of all
ages can get involved with the
circuit’s newly revamped gokart track. Open seven days
a week, the track also oﬀers
packages for birthdays and
corporate karting.

OBSERVATION
DECK AT 300
Ready for the view of a
lifetime? Found on level 74 of
Jumeirah at Etihad Towers –
one of the Corniche’s lavish
properties – Observation
Deck at 300 is the highest
vantage point in Abu Dhabi.
Here, visitors can soak up
an uninterrupted birds-eye
perspective of the city’s
skyline, the Corniche, and
Arabian Gulf. Moreover,
couples, families and
compatriots can enjoy
afternoon tea, coﬀee, and
sweets and savouries at
Observation Deck’s café.
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ABU DHABI
FALCON HOSPITAL
Tour the facility, walk
through a free-flight aviary,
or have a bird of prey alight
on your arm – the choice
is yours at the Abu Dhabi
Falcon Hospital. As the
world’s first and largest
veterinary hospital dedicated
to treating the UAE’s national
bird, the falcon, the Abu
Dhabi Falcon Hospital is one
of the best attractions in the
region to get a taste of living,
traditional culture.

PARTAKE IN A
FRIDAY BRUNCH
Friday brunch has become
something of a unique
tradition in Abu Dhabi, from
laidback eats to elaborate
feasts. So, if you are in town
on a Friday, make sure you
lock in a brunch. Even though
they are called ‘brunch’, they
don’t start until 1pm and
finish around 4pm or 5pm,
with all you can eat food and
free-pour champagne.

10

9

FERRARI WORLD
ABU DHABI
For an adrenaline rush unlike
any other, visit Ferrari World
Abu Dhabi – the home of the
world’s fastest rollercoaster.
Ferrari World Abu Dhabi
is the world’s first Ferraribranded theme park, and a
key drawcard for the region’s
tourism. However, the star
attraction is the Formula
Rossa, the world’s fastest
rollercoaster, which can
accelerate from zero to 250
kilometres per hour in under
five seconds. The new Flying
Aces ride is also a mustsee, featuring the highest
rollercoaster loop in the world.
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YAS ISLAND
ONE OF ABU DHABI’S MOST
THRILLING ENTERTAINMENT
DESTINATIONS, YAS ISLAND, IS
HOME TO SOME OF THE UNITED
ARAB EMIRATES’ BEST-KNOWN
ATTRACTIONS, INCLUDING THE
YAS MARINA CIRCUIT, WHICH
HOSTS THE ANNUAL F1 ETIHAD
AIRWAYS ABU DHABI GRAND PRIX.

Attractions
In Yas Island, you’ll ﬁnd Abu Dhabi’s biggest
– and the UAE’s second-largest – shopping
centre, the Yas Mall, along with a selection
of family friendly attractions, including Yas
Waterworld and Ferrari World Abu Dhabi. But
although Yas Island goes ‘big’, there’s certainly
more to its attractions than their size. Here are
some of the very best the region has to oﬀer:

FERRARI WORLD ABU DHABI
Ferrari World Abu Dhabi is the world’s ﬁrst
Ferrari-branded theme park, and a key
drawcard for the region’s tourism. Home to
a mix of Ferrari-inspired rides, the biggest
Ferrari Store in the world and a range of
authentic Italian dining options, the
theme park is a perfect attraction for the
whole family.
The star attraction is the Formula Rossa,
the world’s fastest rollercoaster, which can
accelerate from zero to 240 kilometres per
hour in under ﬁve seconds. The new Flying
Aces ride is also a must-see, featuring the
highest rollercoaster loop in the world. Ferrari
World Abu Dhabi is open year-round and
oﬀers a unique experience for visitors of
every age in a refreshing, indoor, climatecontrolled environment.

WARNER BROS.™ WORLD
ABU DHABI
Travellers can revisit their childhoods at
Warner Bros.TM World Abu Dhabi, with some
of the most-loved characters of all time and
a selection of exciting rides on oﬀer. As one
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of Abu Dhabi’s most popular attractions,
Warner Bros.TM World Abu Dhabi brings
together an excellent theme park with unique
live entertainment shows. The theme park
also features a plethora of family experiences
across six ﬁctional worlds: Warner Bros.TM
Plaza, Bedrock, Dynamite Gulch, Cartoon
Junction, Gotham City, and Metropolis.
Warner Bros.TM World is also the world’s
largest indoor theme park, so it is perfect
year-round.

CLYMB ABU DHABI
Housing the world’s biggest indoor skydiving
ﬂight chamber with a record-breaking width
of 10 metres and height of 32 metres, CLYMB
Abu Dhabi is an adventure seeker’s dream
come true. The facility also features the
world’s tallest indoor climbing wall, measuring
43 metres in height, which adds up to an

opportunity for visitors to conquer two recordbreaking experiences all under one roof.
But despite being a world-leading indoor
skydiving and rock-climbing attraction,
CLYMB is approachable for all skill levels –
whether beginner or expert – with trained
instructors on hand to guide you. The
attraction is also family-friendly, with a
duo of cafés on oﬀer, as well as a shopping
complex for retail therapy. In addition,
CLYMB is set to host events in the future,
including birthdays and private functions.

YAS WATERWORLD
Yas Waterworld is the region’s most iconic
waterpark, oﬀering more than 40 rides, slides
and attractions – ﬁve of which are one of a
kind. Here, visitors can enjoy the region’s
largest wave pool, with four unique wave
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Enjoy the
region’s
largest wave
pool, with four
unique wave
patterns on
rotation

patterns on rotation at Amwaj Beach. Set for
a serpentine spin? Take the plunge at Slithers
Slides. Or, shoot through head-on with all the
adrenaline you’ve got on a timed, six-lane racer
slide at Sebag. The venue also oﬀers a handful
of dining and shopping options alongside
group and hotel packages, catering to company
outings, birthday parties and more. To ensure
younger travellers don’t arrive disappointed,
Yas Waterworld oﬀers a helpful online guide
for height restrictions on its rides and ranks
the ‘thrill level’ of each experience.

YAS MARINA CIRCUIT
The world-renowned Yas Marina Circuit is
the host of the Formula 1 Etihad Airways
Grand Prix, as well as a wealth of other
major motorsport events. These include the
Australian V8, NHRA F2, Abu Dhabi Rally
and Ferrari Finali Mondiali, among others.
But although much of the renown of the Yas
Marina Circuit comes from its motorsport
credentials, the arena also oﬀers amazing

experiences for tourists, too. Travellers
can switch watching for driving by jumping
behind the wheel of one of several motorcars,
including a Formula YAS 3000 – the closest
thing to a Formula 1 car. Likewise, kids of
all ages can get involved with Yas Marina
Circuit’s newly revamped go-kart track – open
seven days a week – which oﬀers packages for
birthdays and corporate karting.

YAS BEACH
Yas Beach is a pay-to-use beach that oﬀers
a beautifully serene antidote to inner-city
attractions. Here, travellers can recline on
sun loungers, dine at one of the beach’s
glamorous food kiosks, or sample one of
several experiences on oﬀer. These include
hiring a jet ski, double kayak, banana boat or
ﬂyboard. For groups, Yas Beach also oﬀers two
outdoor beach volleyball courts overlooking
the waterfront, while families can take it slow
with walks through Yas Beach’s mangroves
and natural surrounds.
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Yas Island oﬀers the only
accommodation in the world
to straddle a Formula 1 circuit.

Accommodation
Alongside some of Abu Dhabi’s most booked
accommodations, Yas Island’s collection of
luxury hotels cater to the full-spectrum of
client preferences, from three- to ﬁve-star
properties, with convenient locations to boot.

W ABU DHABI – YAS ISLAND
With 499 guest rooms and luxury suites,
W Abu Dhabi is a ﬁve-star hotel that directly
overlooks the Yas Marina Circuit, and stands
as the only accommodation in the world to
straddle a Formula 1 circuit.
The property also boasts spectacular views of
Yas Marina, luxury dining options, and is a
convenient 10-minute car journey from Abu
Dhabi International Airport. The property is
just 20 minutes’ drive from the city centre.

CROWNE PLAZA YAS ISLAND
The Crowne Plaza Yas Island is a great
choice for travellers keen to be close to Yas
Island’s theme parks, entertainment and
relaxation attractions.
Moreover, it is connected directly to the Links
Championship Golf Course, 8.5 kilometres
from Abu Dhabi International Airport, and
minutes from many of Yas Island’s attractions,
including Yas Waterworld and Yas Beach. But
while the hotel is embedded in the action of
Yas Island, there are ample areas to escape the
noise and relax.
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Additionally, Crowne Plaza Yas Island is
well equipped for meetings and events, with
ﬁve dedicated rooms – the largest of which
is capable of seating 600 delegates – and a
dedicated team of meeting directors.

RADISSON BLU HOTEL,
ABU DHABI YAS ISLAND
The Radisson Blu Hotel, Abu Dhabi Yas Island
features 397 guest rooms for business or
leisure travellers, near some of the region’s
best attractions. This is a fantastic option for

families that want to be in the heart of
Yas Island’s entertainment precinct.
Roughly seven minutes from Abu Dhabi
International Airport, the hotel is also
within walking distance of Yas Beach and
15 minutes from Abu Dhabi National
Exhibition Centre. Guests at the hotel can
look forward to spacious rooms that feature
a ﬂat-screen TV, king-size bed and en suite
facilities, and a view overlooking the Arabian
Gulf, the Yas Links Golf Course and the Yas
Marina Circuit.
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SAADIYAT ISLAND
JUST SEVEN MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN ABU DHABI AND 20 MINUTES
FROM ABU DHABI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, SAADIYAT ISLAND (‘HAPPINESS
ISLAND’ IN ARABIC) IS A DESTINATION QUICKLY BECOMING A WORLDCLASS LEISURE, RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, AND CULTURAL HUB.

Attractions
Culture vultures and art aﬁcionados need
to keep Abu Dhabi on their radar: Saadiyat
Island is gunning to become one of the
eminent homes of world-class art, as the
Emirate prepares for a post-oil age.
Speciﬁcally, Saadiyat Island is home to
a world-class museum and two others
currently under construction, designed by
Pritzker-Prize-winning architects: the Louvre
Abu Dhabi, Zayed National Museum and
Guggenheim Abu Dhabi.

LOUVRE ABU DHABI
As one of Abu Dhabi’s and the UAE’s premier
cultural institutions, the Louvre Abu Dhabi
displays the works of historical, cultural and

sociological signiﬁcance from ancient and
contemporary Arabia and the West. Designed
by Pritzker-Prize-winning architect Jean
Nouvel, the Louvre Abu Dhabi encompasses
9,200 square metres of galleries, enriched
by artefacts from notable French museums,
which are rotated on a 10-year basis. These
include loans from Musee du Louvre, Musee
d’Orsay and Centre Pompidou.
The museum’s collection also contains works
from Abu Dhabi’s own currently developing
compilation, presented in an original manner.
Furthermore, the museum is home to a
contemporary rooftop lounge bar at the Art
Lounge, where travellers can enjoy sunset
views over Abu Dhabi with light eats and

Louvre Abu Dhabi
encompasses
9,200 square
metres of galleries

cocktails, as well as the Children’s Museum.
Centrally located across two ﬂoors, the
Children’s Museum is a specially designated
section of the Louvre Abu Dhabi that hosts
family-focused exhibitions and interactive
workshops in Arabic and English.
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ZAYED NATIONAL MUSEUM
Zayed National Museum will be the
centrepiece of the Saadiyat Island Cultural
District upon its planned opening in 2020.
Designed by Foster + Partners, the project
aims to combine an eﬃcient, contemporary
form with elements of traditional Arabic
design and hospitality.
The architects say the museum will also
embody a project that is sustainable,
welcoming and culturally distinct. Moreover,
the museum will celebrate Sheikh Zayed’s
legacy and love of nature, with the facility set
within a landscaped garden.

GUGGENHEIM ABU DHABI
The Guggenheim Abu Dhabi is a long-awaited
Frank-Gehry-designed art museum set to be
the largest of the four Guggenheim buildings.
Joining sister buildings in New York, Venice
and Bilbao, the Abu Dhabi facility will be a
preeminent platform for contemporary art
and culture.
According to the Solomon R. Guggenheim
Foundation, the facility will present “the most
important artistic achievements of our time”
from a central axis between Europe, Asia and
Africa in the Arabian Peninsula.

SEE HAWKSBILL TURTLES
In 2010, the Tourism Development &
Investment Company (TDIC) began its
Hawksbill Turtle Conservation Programme,
the only one of its kind in the Arabian
Gulf dedicated to preserving the critically
endangered Hawksbill turtle.
Hawksbill turtles can be found across the
Paciﬁc, Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Saadiyat
Island plays host to several Hawksbill turtle
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nests every year, with each nest containing
between 90 and 100 eggs. Guests at some of
the island’s ﬁve-star properties stand a good
chance of seeing Hawksbill turtles, as many of
the region’s best accommodations are based
on Saadiyat Beach, which is where the turtles
come to nest each year.

SAADIYAT BEACH CLUB
For some of the best vibes and views in
Arabia, a visit to Saadiyat Beach Club is a
must. Saadiyat Beach Club is considered one
of the coolest beach clubs in Abu Dhabi, and
celebrates the elegance and peacefulness
of Saadiyat.
Leisure services include an outdoor swimming
pool, a workout room with ﬁtness and wellness
programs, spa facilities, a sauna, and steam
rooms. Further oﬀerings include a kids’
pool and playing areas, and private cabanas
and loungers set on the beach for waterside
kickbacks.

SAADIYAT BEACH
GOLF CLUB
Saadiyat Beach Golf Club is the region’s ﬁrst
ocean course and was designed by golﬁng
legend Gary Player. It respectfully harnesses

the natural beauty of Saadiyat Island’s beaches
for a truly unique playing experience. Teeing
oﬀ here guarantees one of the best golﬁng
experiences in the UAE.

SAADIYAT PUBLIC BEACH
Set on the island’s serene natural shores, the
400-metre Saadiyat Public Beach is a great
spot for a day out, and the perfect place to
enjoy Abu Dhabi’s clean, warm turquoise
waters. There are lounge chairs, showers,
bathrooms, lockers, changing rooms, towels,
umbrellas, and ample parking. Lifeguards are
also on duty throughout the day.
The beach is open daily from 8am to 8pm.
Entry to the beach costs 25 Dirham for adults
and 15 Dirham for children over six years
of age.

MANARAT AL SAADIYAT
For more information in-destination, visit the
island’s purpose-built visitor centre, Manarat
Al Saadiyat (which translates from Arabic as
‘a place of enlightenment’). The centre screens
a permanently open-to-the-public exhibition,
‘The Saadiyat Story’, which gives visitors
an interactive narrative on the history and
cultural vision behind the island.
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Jumeriah at Saadiyat
Island Resort is a
minimalist, eco-friendly
property rated Abu
Dhabi’s best resort

Accommodation

THE ST. REGIS SAADIYAT
ISLAND RESORT
Found just 20 minutes from downtown Abu
Dhabi and Saadiyat Cultural District, the ﬁvestar St. Regis Saadiyat Island Resort presents
a serene escape. Enjoying pristine views of
beach, the Arabian Gulf and the Saadiyat
Beach Golf Club, the resort is considered the
island’s pre-eminent address
in a prime location.
It also holds one of Abu Dhabi’s hidden
gems – ‘The Collection’, a Mediterraneanstyle lifestyle destination emerging as one of
the UAE capital’s most sought-after leisure
destinations. Here, travellers can explore
among the terraces, courtyards and piazzas’
26 high-end shops, enjoy restaurants and
cafés, as well as the region’s only integrative
medicine and wellness centre.
The St. Regis is also home to the world’s only
permanent Buddha Bar Beach, a label of
pop-up glamour bars that have appeared in
Baku, Mykonos, Santorini, and the Maldives.
The venue oﬀers glitzy cocktails and eats
overlooking the ocean.

JUMEIRAH AT SAADIYAT
ISLAND RESORT

SAADIYAT ROTANA RESORT
& VILLAS

Jumeirah at Saadiyat Island Resort is a
minimalist, eco-friendly property rated Abu
Dhabi’s best resort, and was recognised as the
‘Leading Luxury Resort’ at the World Travel
Awards 2019. Boasting a prime location on
the Saadiyat seaside, the resort is steps from
the ocean and within walking distance of the
Saadiyat Beach Club. The resort is also one of
the best places in the region to see endangered
Hawksbill turtles, which visit Saadiyat during
their breeding season. With sublime sea views
from each of the resort’s villas, there’s a good
chance travellers will see one during their visit
at the right time of year.

Saadiyat Rotana Resort & Villas is a ﬁve-star
property set on a spectacular nine-kilometre
stretch of beach on Saadiyat Island. Oﬀering
a regal presence, with striking modern Arabic
architecture and uninterrupted sea views, the
resort is considered one of a kind in the region
and provides a thorough selection of dining
options for all tastes and fancies.

PARK HYATT ABU DHABI
The Park Hyatt Abu Dhabi is found on the
shores of Saadiyat, and close to nightspots and
brimming cultural districts of the island. At the
Park Hyatt, travellers will relax in the luxury of
an island sanctuary that oﬀers a residential feel
with local cultural touches. Moreover, they can
enjoy the stunning views of the Arabian Gulf, the
resort’s landscaped garden and pool right from
their private balcony or terrace.

RIXOS PREMIUM
SAADIYAT ISLAND
Rixos Premium Saadiyat Island is Abu Dhabi’s
ﬁrst all-inclusive, all-exclusive resort, and one
of the emirate’s ﬁnest luxury family getaways.
The property is also located by the ocean, yet
within touching distance of the city.
Guests of the resort can expect to experience
deluxe accommodation, exquisite gastronomy,
incredible entertainment and blissful wellness
oﬀerings. Rixos also provides a Kids Club to
ensure children also have a memorable stay.
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ADVERTORIAL

QASR AL SARAB

STOPOVER IN ABU DHABI?
START EXPLORING THE CITY!
ENJOY A FREE TWO-NIGHT STOPOVER IN ABU DHABI WITH ETIHAD AIRWAYS.

O

n your way to a European holiday
and can’t wait to get started? Or
returning back from a glorious
break that you wish wasn’t coming
to an end? In either case, Etihad Airways is
oﬀering the perfect solution when you book a
ﬂight with them.
If you’re travelling from Australia to Europe
– or back – on Etihad Airways, you’ll get the
option to extend your stopover in Abu Dhabi
to two nights, completely free of cost! That’s
right, you can choose to enjoy a two-night
stay at ﬁve-star hotels – from the iconic Dusit
Thani to the indulgent Le Meridien, pick
from a host of exciting Abu Dhabi activities
and add a touch of Arabian adventure to your
European break!

YAS MARINA CIRCUIT
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The capital of the United Arab Emirates,
Abu Dhabi promises a world of fantastic
experiences to choose from. Visit the
magniﬁcent Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque or
the breathtaking Louvre Abu Dhabi to explore
the Emirate’s rich and diverse culture.
If you’re looking for something more exciting,
you can venture out on a desert safari to
watch the sun set over golden-hued dunes
as you enjoy a delicious barbeque spread
or race through the Yas Marina circuit on
an F1 track experience.
Travelling with the family? Just head to one
of the many theme parks at Yas Island – ride
the world’s fastest roller coaster at Ferrari
World Abu Dhabi, enjoy a splash of fun at Yas

Waterworld or meet your favourite cartoon
characters at Warner Bros.TM World Abu
Dhabi! And if you need a break from it all, you
can just lie back and soak in the sun at one of
Abu Dhabi’s many white-sand beaches. And it
gets even better with The Extraordinary Abu
Dhabi Pass, which is exactly as extraordinary
as it sounds. What is it? It’s just your boarding
pass, which doubles as a discount or access
pass at a wide range of stores, restaurants,
spas, and activities!
This is one stopover that promises to add a
lifetime of unforgettable memories to your
holiday, with just two extra days and no extra
cost. So, if you’re planning a trip to Europe any
time soon, you might want to consider booking
it with Etihad Airways!

SAADIYAT BEACH
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CORNICHE/
DOWNTOWN
THE CORNICHE, ON CORNICHE ROAD, IS
FOUND AT THE END OF ABU DHABI ISLAND,
AND CONSISTS OF AN EIGHT-KILOMETRE
STRETCH OF PARKS, BEACHES, PATHS, AND
BIKE TRACKS.

Attractions

YELLOW BOATS

The Corniche is a wonderful place for
travellers to kick back and enjoy the stunning
views of the Arabian Gulf at their leisure. It
is also one of the UAE’s best spots to sample
local culture and history.

Are you keen to see Abu Dhabi’s skyline in a
diﬀerent, adrenaline-ﬁlled way? With various
experiences on oﬀer, tours by Yellow Boats
take passengers on “thrill-per-minute” rides
around a host of attractions along Corniche
Road, seen from the water. Corporate
packages are available and can be tailored
for a variety of occasions, including client
hospitality evenings, team building
exercises and product launches.

Here are some of the best attractions and
properties to make the most of the relaxed
yet lavish vibe on the Corniche:

CYCLING THE CORNICHE
Located at stations along the Corniche are
bikes that can be rented for a small sum.
Riding the Corniche is a great way to take in
the sights and get a feel for the UAE capital.
Between November and April, travellers can
take part in a guided cycling experience of
the Corniche. The ride is led by a local Emirati,
who regales travellers with stories of the
buildings as they ride, while they enjoy the
soaring cityscape on one side and the Arabian
Gulf on the other. This experience is open for
people of all ﬁtness levels.
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Tours are enjoyed in premium inﬂatable
craft, powered by the latest generation of
eco-friendly engines.

CORNICHE BEACH
In 2018, the Corniche Beach was awarded
a coveted Blue Flag, a status given to
beaches, marinas and sustainable boating
tourism operators demonstrating stringent
environmental, educational, safety, and
accessibility credentials. This guarantees that
a swim at Corniche Beach will be in brilliantly

clean and safe bathing water. Floating fences
also keep travellers within 40 metres of the
beach, while plenty of lifeguards patrol the
shore. In terms of what to wear, a swimming
costume is absolutely ﬁne.
Corniche Beach extends along Corniche Road
from near the Radisson Blu Hotel to beyond
Al Khaleej Al Arabi Street, where visitors will
ﬁnd its main entrance.

LE CAFÉ AT
EMIRATES PALACE
We promised you a lavish experience, and boy
do we have one. If you’re in Abu Dhabi with an
hour or two – and have around $20 to spare
– spend them enjoying the famous Palace
Cappuccino (a cappuccino sprinkled with
24-carat gold ﬂakes) or an equally indulgent
golden ice cream.
Found at the Emirates Palace, the Palace
Cappuccino is crafted using top-of-the-line
ingredients to create a signature beverage that
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Riding the Corniche
is a great way to
take in the sights

includes a superior blend of aromatic coﬀee
covered in gold ﬂakes, served on a polished
silver tray alongside dates and dark chocolate.
The Palace Cappuccino is served throughout
the day in Le Café at Emirates Palace
from 7am.

QASR AL WATAN
Qasr Al Watan is one of Abu Dhabi’s emerging
tourism landmarks, which dually serves as the
city’s presidential palace. Oﬀering a ﬁrst-

of-its-kind insight into Arab heritage, the
palace introduces the governing principles
that shaped the history of the UAE and the
country’s vision to the future. Marvel at
majestic hallways, explore exhibitions that
celebrate the region’s Arabic heritage and
learn more about the rulers and governing
institutions that shaped the nation.

national monument that tells the story of Abu
Dhabi’s humble beginnings from a settlement
to a modern metropolis. The facility also
displays artefacts and archival materials
dating back to as far as 6,000 BCE.

The palace also houses Qasr Al Watan Library,
where scholars can explore a vast collection
of books and resources about the UAE. The
facility oﬀers ample parking spaces along with
paid valet spaces.

The Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital is the world’s
ﬁrst and largest veterinary hospital dedicated
to treating the UAE’s national bird, the falcon.

QASR AL HOSN
Qasr al Hosn is Abu Dhabi’s oldest building
and is considered among the city’s most
signiﬁcant, standing as the city’s ﬁrst
permanent structure. The building is thought
to have been erected around the 1790s as a
commanding structure overlooking the coast,
operating as a watchtower. Today, Qasr Al
Hosn operates as a museum after more than
a decade of intensive restoration, and sits as a

ABU DHABI
FALCON HOSPITAL

Since opening in 1999, the hospital has seen
around 6,000 birds pass through each year,
occupying its 200 air-conditioned treatment
rooms. The sport of falconry is embedded
in the UAE’s culture, and the birds are
issued ‘passports’ to get access to check-ups,
treatments and feather substitutions.
Tourists can take tours of the facility, where
they will see the birds swoop through a freeﬂight aviary, witness a falcon pedicure and
have the birds perch on their arms.
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Accommodation
While featuring a host of experiential
oﬀerings, the Corniche also plays host
to some of Abu Dhabi’s most luxurious
ﬁve-star accommodations.

THE ST. REGIS ABU DHABI
Located 30 minutes from the international
airport and at the heart of the Abu Dhabi
Corniche, the ﬁve-star The St. Regis Abu
Dhabi is one of the UAE’s best hotels. On top
of its location and extraordinary selection of
suites, the hotel also aﬀords a selection of ﬁve
luxury dining options, as well as exclusive
private access to one of the best beaches in
Abu Dhabi at the Nation Riviera Beach Club.
The St. Regis Abu Dhabi also features the only
‘Remède Spa’ in the Arabian Peninsula, with
the wellness facility stretching over 3,200
square meters, complete with a serene white
spa that overlooks the Corniche Road and
Arabian Gulf.

JUMEIRAH AT
ETIHAD TOWERS

BAB AL QASR

Featuring its own private beach and fullservice spa, Jumeirah at Etihad Towers
oﬀers stylish furnishings in each of its
rooms (the likes of which all feature views
of the city skyline or the coast), alongside
a handful of casual dining options and
award-winning restaurants.

With time-honoured Arabian hospitality
and stunning architecture, guests of Bab Al
Qasr will experience some of the region’s
best in urban relaxation. At just over half an
hour’s drive from Abu Dhabi International
Airport, the ﬁve-star property sports one of
the capital’s largest private beaches, alongside
luxurious guest rooms, suites, and residences
oﬀering premium comfort and amenities.

Jumeirah at Etihad Towers is a 30-minute
drive from Abu Dhabi International Airport,
a few minutes away from some of the city’s
most exclusive shopping malls, landmarks,
the central business district and Corniche
Road’s crowd-pleasing attractions. Guests
of the property can also enjoy free access to
one of Abu Dhabi’s tourist attractions, The
Observation Deck at 300.

Moreover, the hotel features multiple
restaurants and cafes, with oﬀerings that
extend from signature dining to authentic
Arabic coﬀee experiences.
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EMIRATES PALACE
The peak of excellence in accommodation,
Emirates Palace oﬀers 394 luxurious rooms

and suites, award-winning cuisine and
ﬁve-star luxury hospitality. Located 40
minutes from the airport, Emirates Palace
features grand design and a selection
of attractions and oﬀerings, including a
1.3-kilometre private beach, landscaped pools
and a private marina.
The accommodation is also close to some of
the region’s standout attractions, including
Louvre Abu Dhabi and Qasr al Hosn –
thought to be the oldest stone building in
Abu Dhabi.
In addition, Emirates Palace is equally
suited for events and meetings, with the
accommodation oﬀering some of Abu
Dhabi’s largest hotel conference centres
and the latest technology.

DUSIT THANI ABU DHABI
Dusit Thani Abu Dhabi is a luxury property
centrally located in the new government
district. The property oﬀers a wide selection of
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The St. Regis
Abu Dhabi
features the only
‘Remède Spa’
in the Arabian
Peninsula

dining options, including an international allday-dining venue, a contemporary steakhouse,
an Indian restaurant and an authentic Thai
restaurant. All rooms at Dusit Thani feature
warm and elegant décor, and large ﬂoor-toceiling windows overlooking the city.
Guests of the property can also enjoy its fully
equipped gym, outdoor pool and massage
treatments at Namm Spa.

RADISSON BLU HOTEL
& RESORT, ABU DHABI
CORNICHE
Next to 11,000 square meters of private beach
and mere minutes from luxurious malls and
cultural attractions, including the city’s oldest
fort, Qasr al-Hosn, the Radisson Blu Hotel &
Resort, Abu Dhabi Corniche boasts a supreme
location for discovering the capital of the
United Arab Emirates.
Beyond indoor facilities that include three
pools, an exclusive spa and a modern ﬁtness

centre, make the most of the beachside
location with activities such as jet skiing,
sailing and windsurﬁng. The family-friendly
resort includes a kids’ club, a playground and
many fun activities for little guests.

ROSEWOOD ABU DHABI
Rosewood Abu Dhabi is the brand’s ﬁrst
presence in the UAE. The hotel is located on
Al Maryah Island, the centre of Abu Dhabi’s
new International Financial Center, and oﬀers
locals and tourists a distinct and personalised
luxury lifestyle experience in the heart of city.
Moreover, in addition to Rosewood Abu
Dhabi’s already stellar location, the hotel is
near a number of Saadiyat Island’s brilliant
dining destinations and world-class amenities,
including Saadiyat Beach Club and Abu Dhabi
Golf Club, among others.
Rosewood Abu Dhabu is also directly
connected to The Galleria and Cleveland
Clinic Abu Dhabi.
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AL AIN

ONE OF ABU DHABI’S MAIN
CULTURAL DESTINATIONS,
AND THE UAE’S FIRST WORLD
HERITAGE SITE TO BE LISTED
BY UNESCO, AL AIN IS AMONG
THE WORLD’S OLDEST
PERMANENTLY INHABITED
SETTLEMENTS.

Attractions
Al Ain is the historical centre of Abu Dhabi,
and birthplace of the UAE’s founding father,
Sheikh Zayed. The region boasts a selection
of amazing forts and museums, and oﬀers
fantastic water sport experiences, along with
an array of active attractions. This includes
one of the world’s best drives.

AL AIN OASIS
For a family-friendly and thought-provoking
experience, a visit to the historic Al Ain Oasis
is a great way to encounter living Emirati
heritage. Hire a bike and ride around the
World Heritage Site, taking in the extensive
irrigation system and shaded pathways that
wind through a massive spread of some
147,000 date palms.

QASR AL MUWAIJI
Qasr Al Muwaiji is an historic fort found in
the centre of Al Ain, which was once home to
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generations of founding father Sheikh Zayed
Al Nahyan’s family.
The World Heritage Site now oﬀers its visitors
a vast selection of historical and traditional
experiences associated with the venue,
including an introduction to the life of Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the current
president of the UAE, who was born at the
fort in 1948.

AL AIN PALACE MUSEUM
Qasr al-Ain, or ‘Al Ain Palace’, is considered
one of the best-reinstated forts in Abu Dhabi,
and now operates as a family attraction.
The museum showcases the everyday life
in a ruler’s fort, when the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan and his family resided
in the palace prior to 1966, and continues
to celebrate Emirati history, its links to the
present and the future of the UAE.

TWY_SUPS_AbuDhabi_025 2020-01-17T11:23:38+11:00

ABU DHABI

Al Ain is the
home of the UAE’s
founding father,
Sheikh Zayed

Accommodation

DANAT AL AIN RESORT
Danat Al Ain Resort is one of the region’s
top accommodations, and features an array
of restaurants, bars and luxury amenities.
All guest rooms feature a private balcony
with views of the accommodation’s lush
garden, swimming pools or Jebel Hafeet
Mountain, with the base of the mountain 10
kilometres away. The property is ﬁve minutes
away from Al Ain Mall and Bawadi Mall.
Danat Al Ain Resort also oﬀers a range of
cuisines, including Far Eastern, Indian and
Italian, and boasts an Irish bar and pool bar.

WADI ADVENTURE
Wadi Adventure is the Arabian Peninsula’s
ﬁrst man-made white-water rafting venue,
located at the base of the Jebel Hafeet
mountain in Al Ain.
The adventure park features three white-water
channels for rafting and kayaking, along with
an aerial adventure course. This includes an
18-obstacle, two-levelled airpark complete
with a 200-metre long zip line, vertical
climbing wall and a 14-meter high giant swing.
The park also features the world’s largest manmade surf waves at 3.3 metres high, produced
by the wave pool, and the world’s longest
network of kayaking channels.

JEBEL HAFEET
At 1,240 metres tall, Jebel Hafeet is the
highest mountain in Abu Dhabi – the secondhighest in the UAE – and home to one of the
world’s greatest road journeys. Located on the

outskirts of Al Ain, the Jebal Hafeet Mountain
Road extends 11.7 kilometres up the mountain,
and aﬀords drivers views of the desert and
across Al Ain from the peak.
The Mercure Jebel Hafeet hotel is near the
mountain’s peak and oﬀers a much-needed
respite after the winding journey from the
base to the crown of Jebel Hafeet.

AL AIN CAMEL MARKET
A visit to Al Ain’s famous camel market is a
great way to immerse yourself in the lives of
the locals and experience traditional Emirati
culture. The market is found 15 kilometres
from downtown Al Ain and is a stark contrast
from the big city.
Tourists are welcome to wander the markets,
attend mock camel races, take pictures with
the camels and watch locals arrive in pick-ups,
ready to haggle, laden with goats and sheep.

ALOFT AL AIN
Made for urban travellers, Aloft Al Ain is a
new hotel part of a mixed-use development
around Hazza Bin Zayed Stadium.
The accommodation is conveniently close to
key landmarks, standing 14 kilometres from
Al Ain International Airport, and accessible
to the city’s convention centre and zoo.

RADISSON BLU HOTEL &
RESORT, AL AIN
Radisson Blu Hotel & Resort, Al Ain is
set amid exotic landscaped gardens, and
oﬀers contemporary rooms with views of
Jebel Hafeet Mountain.The property is
close to several of Al Ain’s well-known
attractions, while both Dubai and
Abu Dhabi’s international airports are
around 90 minutes away.
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THE
MAJESTIC
DESERT
FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE,
A VISIT TO THE DESERT OF ABU DHABI
IS AN ABSOLUTE MUST.

Attractions
While safaris are some of Abu Dhabi’s
best-known (and most memorable) desert
experiences, there is far more to the region
than oﬀ-road 4x4 adventures. Here are some
of the very best:

CAMEL RACING
A trip to the camel races can be one of the
most memorable highlights of a visit to
Abu Dhabi.
Visitors can cheer on the camels (and their
robotic jockeys) as they gallop around a
specially-made track and marvel at the high
speeds they can get up to.
Races normally take place on weekend
mornings, with additional races on public
holidays. For a taste of this sport, head to
the Al Wathba Camel Race Track, which is
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45 kilometres east of Abu Dhabi on the Al Ain
Road. Alternatively, travellers can encounter
the Emirati sport at the Al Maqam Track near
Al Ain.
Locals recommend getting to the racetracks
as early as possible to soak up the atmosphere.
Entrance to the races is free.

AL DHAFRA FESTIVAL
Inspired by Emirati culture and local heritage,
the annual Al Dhafra Festival is an event like
no other. The most anticipated event at the
festival is the Camel Beauty Contest, which
has a more than $1,000,000 prize for the
most beautiful camel! The festival also
features many other events, including camel
auctions, camel races, a traditional market,
a date competition, poetry, photography, folk
music, a falcon competition, and Saluki and
horse races.

Accommodation
As well as being extraordinarily luxurious,
Abu Dhabi’s desert-based accommodation
options are also event and experience hubs
oﬀering a broad selection of experiences in
Rub’ al Khalil and the Moreeb sand dunes.

QASR AL SARAB DESERT
RESORT BY ANANTARA
On the outskirts of Abu Dhabi, among the
world’s largest sand desert, lies Qasr Al Sarab
by Anantara – a resort that ought to belong as
a setting in Arabian Nights. Found 90 minutes
from the city, the accommodation is nestled in
a secluded oasis and oﬀers a selection of rooms,
suites and luxury pool villas. Qasr Al Sarab also
provides an assortment of desert adventures,
including desert dining, falconry, sunrise desert
hikes and camelback explorations of the Rub’ al
Khalil, which is part of the larger Arabian Desert.
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JUMEIRAH AL WATHBA
DESERT RESORT & SPA
Offering indulgent retreats, private plunge
pools and patios overlooking the Arabian
Desert, Jumeirah Al Wathba Desert Resort
& Spa is one of the region’s most luxurious
properties. While the resort is an attraction
in and of itself, and a fantastic event
space supplier, it also offers a selection
of experiences.
Learn the techniques and heritage of
bakhoor making, take a nocturnal animal
hike under the stars or enjoy an exclusive
falconry experience, among others.
The accommodation also offers one of the
world’s best spa experiences, having recently
been awarded ‘Best Desert Spa’ at the World
Spa Awards 2019.

Take a
nocturnal
animal hike
under the
stars or enjoy
an exclusive
falconry
experience

TILAL LIWA HOTEL
Tilal Liwa Hotel aﬀords guests spacious, wellappointed rooms complete with Arabian-styled
décor, and panoramic views of the Empty
Quarter or the garden and pool.
Like the other desert-based accommodations,
guests at Tilal Liwa Hotel can also participate
in a selection of desert experiences, including
safaris, sand boarding and visits to the Moreeb
Dunes, which have some of the highest dunes
in the world.
The Tilal Liwa is a great place to stay if you’re
wanting to enjoy the Al Dahfra Festival in
December. Car rental is also available for
travellers wishing to go their own way, and
meeting facilities are available upon request.
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ABU DHABI
FOR THE CULTURE-CURIOUS
Day 1

SHEIKH ZAYED GRAND
MOSQUE AND HERITAGE
VILLAGE
Sheik Zayed Grand Mosque is an instantly
recognisable icon of Abu Dhabi, and a
huge architectural work of art that can
hold a remarkable number of up to
40,000 worshippers.
The mosque welcomes visitors daily. Abu
Dhabi city tours typically include the mosque
in their itineraries, and free one-hour guided
‘walk-in’ tours operate most days (with some
restrictions during Ramadan). It closes to
tourism activities on Friday mornings (but
remains open for worship), reopening after
4:30pm for visitors. The mosque closes at 10pm
daily, with latest entry permitted until 9:30pm.
It is advised that travellers visiting the mosque
wear long, loose-ﬁtting, ankle-length clothing,
while women are required to wear a headscarf.
Traditional abayas and kanduras are provided
for women and men respectively if required.
For more information, visit www.szgmc.gov.ae

QASR AL HOSN
Built in 1760 and recently refurbished, Qasr Al
Hosn is Abu Dhabi’s oldest building, and the
original home of the emirate’s ruling family.
Built as a coral and stone watchtower, it is now
recognised as Abu Dhabi’s symbolic birthplace.
A permanent free exhibition here tells the story
of the city and its people. Qasr Al Hosn is open
daily from 4pm to 11pm.

Day 2

LOUVRE ABU DHABI
Spend the afternoon at the astonishing Louvre
Abu Dhabi for a journey through universal
human stories across civilisations. Opened
on Saadiyat Island in late 2017, the museum
was designed by famed French architect Jean
Nouvel, and is laid out as a ‘museum city’
beneath a vast, silvery dome some 180 metres
in diameter.
The Louvre Abu Dhabi displays a globally
signiﬁcant collection of artworks from masters
like Cézanne, Monet, Degas, Matisse, Warhol,
Miró, Magritte, Mondrian, and Kandinsky,
as well as artefacts and loans from France’s
top museums spanning the entirety of human
existence. Adult tickets cost 60 United Arab
Emirates Dirham (AED) per person, tickets for
visitors between 13 and 22 years of age cost 30
AED, and children under 13 are free. For more
information, visit www.louvreabudhabi.ae
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Day 4

DESERT SAFARI
No visit to Abu Dhabi is complete without
a sundown desert safari. Head deep into the
vast golden sands for a taste of life in one of
the world’s great wildernesses. The desert sky
at night is something you will never forget.
Join an afternoon desert adventure and
ride the dunes with an expert driver in the
comfort of a four-wheel drive before settling
in for a hearty barbecue dinner and cultural
performances under the stars. If you have
time, try an overnight desert safari or head
into the Rub Al Khali region and check in
to a luxury desert resort for a breathtaking
experience. For more information, visit
www.arabian-adventures.com

Day 3

ABU DHABI
FALCON HOSPITAL
Head to the Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital for
insights into the fascinating traditions of
falconry. Guided tours of this award-winning
specialist hospital take visitors through
waiting rooms and wards where the birds
undergo general check-ups, X-rays or receive
feather transplants.
Visitors to the falcon hospital can hold a falcon
and visit the hospital’s free-ﬂight facility to see
them soar through the air. The Falcon Hospital
is a 30-minute drive from Abu Dhabi city
and is located near Abu Dhabi International
Airport. For more information, visit
www.falconhospital.com
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ABU DHABI
FOR FAMILIES
Day 1

DESERT SAFARI
No visit to Abu Dhabi would be complete
without a visit to Abu Dhabi’s desert region,
where vast expanses of golden, sandy crescents
curl and seem to roll on forever. Enjoyed
during the day or at sundown, there are
numerous ways to explore the otherworldly
wilderness of the desert, but one of the best
and most popular is to take part in a desert
safari with your family.
Join an afternoon adventure riding the dunes
with an expert driver in the comfort of a
four-wheel drive before settling in for a hearty
barbecue dinner and cultural performances
under the stars. For more information on
safari activities across the desert region of Abu
Dhabi, visit www.arabian-adventures.com

Day 2

WARNER BROS.™ WORLD
ABU DHABI
On your ﬁrst day to Abu Dhabi, hit the ground
running – kids in tow – by making your
way to Warner Bros. World Abu Dhabi, on
Yas Island. The theme park is home to 29
state-of-the-art thrill rides, family-friendly
attractions and entertainment all inspired by
legendary Warner Bros. characters. Visitors
to the immersive theme park can explore six
lands: Warner Bros. Plaza, Bedrock, Dynamite
Gulch, Cartoon Junction, Gotham City, and
Metropolis. Warner Bros. World Abu Dhabi is
open every day from 10am to 8pm.

YAS BEACH
Kick back and relax with some downtime at
Yas Beach. Children can splash around in the
shaded kids’ pool complete with a cooling
waterfall. While for the more adventurous, a
range of water-based excursions are available
(at an additional cost), as well as kayaks,
sailboards and stand-up paddle boards.
Access to Yas Beach is complimentary if you
are staying at any of Yas Island’s seven hotels.
Otherwise, the cost of a visit to the beach on
weekdays is 50 AED for adults and 25 AED
for children aged eight to 16. On weekends,
visits to the beach cost 100 AED for adults
and 50 AED for children. Children under
eight, however, enter free, while Saturday is
half-price for women. Admission prices include
a beach towel and sun lounger. For more
information, visit www.yasbeach.ae
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Day 4

ABU DHABI
FALCON HOSPITAL
Head to the Abu Dhabi Falcon Hospital for
insights into the fascinating traditions of
falconry and an experience sure to set your
children alight with excitement. Guided tours
of this award-winning specialist hospital take
visitors through waiting rooms and wards
where the birds undergo general check-ups,
X-rays, or receive feather transplants. Visitors
to the falcon hospital can hold a falcon
and visit the hospital’s free-ﬂight facility
to see them soar through the air. For more
information, visit www.falconhospital.com

THE CORNICHE
In the afternoon, head to the seaside area of
Corniche, the ideal place to rent a bike from
the automated kiosks and explore at your
own pace, or settle in for an afternoon by the
water with your family. For more information
on hiring a bike to explore the promenade of
Corniche Road, visit www.bikeshare.ae

MARINA MALL
Visit nearby Marina Mall to enjoy a delicious
dinner at one of its many restaurants, followed
by a ride on the Marina Eye observation
wheel. With its striking 100-metre tall
viewing platforms, an ice rink, bowling alley,
trampoline park, cinemas, restaurants and
more, Marina Mall is one of Abu Dhabi’s best
family-friendly landmarks. It also houses
hundreds of renowned international brands,
including Louis Vuitton, Burberry, Tiﬀany &
Co., Hugo Boss, and many more. The Marina
Eye operates seven days a week between
11am and 1am from Thursday to Saturday,
and between 11am and 11pm from Sunday
to Wednesday.

Day 3

YAS WATERWORLD
Dive into Yas Waterworld and take on a
breadth of rides, slides and attractions. Take
on the 238-mentre long, hydromagnetic
six-person tornado waterslide, or the world’s
largest sheet wave slide, a looping free-fall
slide, a lazy river, roller coasters or family
play areas. The park also features a souk,
pearl-diving exhibits and restaurants. Visitors
can also enjoy the region’s largest wave pool,
with four unique wave patterns on rotation
at Amwaj Beach. Yas Waterworld operates
year-round and provides information online
for parents regarding what rides are suited for
their children. For more information, visit
www.yaswaterworld.com
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ABU DHABI

THE LUXURY OF
ABU DHABI
Day 1

LOUVRE ABU DHABI
Designed by Pritzker-Prize-winning architect
Jean Nouvel, Louvre Abu Dhabi is one of
Abu Dhabi’s and the UAE’s premier cultural
institutions, encompassing 9,200 square
metres of galleries.
The museum is also home to a contemporary
rooftop lounge bar at the Art Lounge, where
travellers can enjoy sunset views over Abu
Dhabi with light eats and refreshing drinks,
as well as the Children’s Museum.
Centrally located across two ﬂoors, the
Children’s Museum is a specially designated
section of the Louvre Abu Dhabi that hosts
family-focused exhibitions and interactive
workshops in Arabic and English.

NATION GALLERIA
With sweeping views of the Abu Dhabi
Corniche from its terraces, alongside a
convenient location just under 20 minutes
from the Louvre Abu Dhabi, Nation Galleria
is one of Abu Dhabi’s most sought-after dining
and social hot spots.
With direct access to the chic The St. Regis Abu
Dhabi hotel, this upmarket mall is a high-end
lifestyle destination of distinction that hosts
some of the world’s ﬁnest retail outlets over
three ﬂoors, as well as a collection of elegant
cafés and restaurants. For more information,
visit www.nationtowers.ae

Day 2

YAS MALL
Ready for a bit of retail therapy? Look no
further than Yas Mall, the UAE’s secondlargest shopping centre and a luxury outlet
hotspot. Located in the heart of Yas Island,
Yas Mall encompasses 370 stores and more
than 60 indoor and outdoor restaurants and
cafés, as well as a 20-screen cinema complex.
The mall is also directly connected to the
Ferrari World Abu Dhabi indoor theme park,
another hot spot for family fun and thrilling
experiences. For more information, visit
www.yasmall.ae

WORLD TRADE CENTER
ABU DHABI
The World Trade Center Abu Dhabi is a
complex of two skyscrapers that includes
two malls and a Courtyard by Marriott hotel.
As well as these, the complex also features a
modern Arabian market (souk), connected to
the mall by Khalifa Bridge. Designed by Foster
+ Partners, the souk sits on the site of a historic
city marketplace and is a contemporary
architectural expression of a traditional Abu
Dhabi bazaar. For more information, visit
www.wtcad.ae
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Day 4

NATION RIVIERA BEACH CLUB
Spend your ﬁnal day relaxed and refreshed at
Nation Riviera Beach Club on the Corniche.
Guests of The St. Regis Abu Dhabi hotel have
exclusive access to the Nation Riviera Beach
Club, which is found on a private beach owned
by the property. However, if you are not a guest
of The St. Regis, you can purchase a day pass
and enjoy a full day of relaxation on the 200
metres of private beach, or in the temperaturecontrolled pool with swim-up bar.
For a glitzy afternoon, make a reservation for a
signature St. Regis champagne afternoon tea in
the hotel’s Crystal Lounge. To take it one step
further, enjoy dinner at Emirates Palace – one
of the most luxurious hotels in the world – and
ﬁnish the night with a post-meal coﬀee, ideally
the property’s famed golden cappuccino. For
those less tolerant of late-night caﬀeine, the
gold ice cream is equally as lavish.For more
information on the Nation Riviera Beach Club,
visit www.nationrivierabeachclub.com

Day 3

SHEIKH ZAYED
GRAND MOSQUE
Enjoy a morning visit to the breathtaking
Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, an architectural
work of art and an instantly recognisable icon
of Abu Dhabi. Visitors are advised to wear long,
loose-ﬁtting, ankle-length clothing. Women
are required to wear a headscarf. Traditional
abayas and kanduras are also provided for
women and men respectively if required. For
more information, visit www.szgmc.gov.ae
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ABU DHABI

EXPO
2020

IN OCTOBER, MILLIONS OF PEOPLE FROM
AROUND THE WORLD WILL DESCEND ON
THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES FOR EXPO
2020, A WORLD EXPO HOSTED BY DUBAI
AND IN PART BY ABU DHABI. HERE’S ALL
YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE SIXMONTH EVENT.

I

n 2020, the biggest event ever to be
held in the Arabian Peninsula will be
hosted by the UAE, with the world
arriving in Dubai and Abu Dhabi for six
months of festivities at the innovative Expo
2020. Visitors will encounter mesmerising
architecture at every turn, alongside largescale open venues to suit every outdoor
celebration. These include Al Forsan Park,
Al Wasl Plaza – the main site of the festival –
and Jubilee Park.
What’s more, the event will also play host to
more than 200 restaurants featuring cuisines
from around the world, to the delight of
foodies. Just a handful of the options include
street food, haute cuisine, family-friendly
meals, sustainable dining, and unique
culinary journeys.
Under the themes of ‘Opportunity’, ‘Mobility’
and ‘Sustainability’, eye-catching and
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mind-bending fun will also be on display
across the UAE, with more than 15 hours
of entertainment daily, across 192 country
pavilions and 60 daily live shows. This will
include the nation’s ﬁrst opera – combining
Emirati and global talent – which will bring to
life the UAE’s history and share its innovative
spirit with the world.
Expo 2020 will be a mega-platform for every
participant to showcase the best of their
cultures and innovations, with countries
from around the world hosting their own
unique pavilions.
The event also aspires to deliver one of
the most sustainable World Expos ever by
incorporating clean energy through renewable
resources, reduced water consumption, and
a minimised carbon footprint. Regardless of
when travellers visit Expo 2020, organisers
of the event guarantee they will be able to

keep cool wandering under shaded canopies
provided by the national tree of the UAE, the
Ghaf tree. Arabian vistas will sit throughout
Expo 2020, across Dubai and Abu Dhabi
as well, including palm groves, jasmine
trees and wadi ﬁgs. But at the backdrop of
celebrations and fun will be serious talks
between representatives from their respective
countries, who will gather to discuss measures
to combat global issues.
The opportunity to ﬁnd solutions to universal
problems is at the heart of Expo 2020’s theme:
‘Connecting Minds, Creating The Future’.
Running between 20 October 2020 and 10
April 2021, the event runs for 173 days, each
one of them brimming with new experiences.
It will be a time to create, collaborate and
innovate. And it’s going to be fun.
For more information, visit
www.expo2020dubai.com/en
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What’s happening in

Abu Dhabi
ABU DHABI CLASSICS
January/February
2020

Abu Dhabi Classics is the premier
classical music programme in
the region, presenting some of
the most renowned orchestras,
directors and soloists in the
world. The highly anticipated
Abu Dhabi Classics 2020 will
commence on Tuesday 28
January 2020 with David Fray
and Friends performing Bach’s
Concertos for two, three, and
four pianos with the Geneva
Chamber Orchestra.

FORMULA 1 ABU
DHABI GRAND PRIX
November 2020
Ready for edge-of-your-seat
action? Get trackside at the Yas
Marina Circuit and watch the
2020 Formula 1 Etihad Airways
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. Oﬃcial
ticket packages are now available
through F1 Experiences, and
include VIP hospitality in the
Champions Club and Formula 1
Paddock Club, select grandstand
access and exclusive beneﬁts
that you cannot buy anywhere
else, including F1 driver meetand-greets.

MUBADALA
WORLD TENNIS
CHAMPIONSHIP
December 2020
Witness the world’s best tennis
players go head-to-head at
the Mubadala World Tennis
Championship, a singles
professional tennis exhibition
tournament played on outdoor
hard courts. The event has been
held annually since 2009 at
the Abu Dhabi International
Tennis Complex.

COMING SOON
SNOW ABU DHABI

The world’s largest snow play
park will open in Abu Dhabi
in 2020. Blizzard’s Bazaar,
Snowﬂake Garden and Flurries’
Mountain are just some of the
unique attractions that will
welcome visitors at Snow Abu
Dhabi, when the attraction opens
on Reem Island in late 2020.
The snow play park is set to
become the world’s largest
destination of its kind at
125,000 square feet.

AL DHAFRA FESTIVAL
December 2020
Inspired by Emirati culture and
local heritage, the annual Al
Dhafra Festival is hosted in the
desert of Abu Dhabi and is a great
way for the whole family to get a
taste of the region’s culture. The
festival features a multitude of
smaller events, including a camel
beauty contest, camel auctions,
camel races, a traditional market,
a date competition, poetry,
photography, folk music, a
falcon competition, and Saluki
and horse races.

WARNER BROS.TM
HOTEL ABU DHABI

ZAYED NATIONAL
MUSEUM

HILTON ABU DHABI
YAS ISLAND RESORT

The new Warner Bros.TM Hotel
Abu Dhabi will be located
adjacent to the award-winning
Warner Bros.TM World Abu Dhabi
theme park, and is set to be a
major addition to Yas Island’s
immersive hospitality and
leisure attractions.

Zayed National Museum will be
the centrepiece of the Saadiyat
Island Cultural District and will
showcase the history, culture
and, more recently, the social
and economic transformation
of the Emirates.

Opening in 2021, Hilton
Abu Dhabi Yas Island Resort
will be located in Yas Bay, a
three-kilometre stretch that
is anticipated to become one
of the most iconic and vibrant
waterfront destinations in
the region.

The hotel will introduce a new
international benchmark for
hospitality experiences, oﬀering
Warner Bros.tm fans the unique
opportunity of staying at a
WB-themed hotel while visiting
the island’s other award-wining
entertainment and spectacular
leisure attractions.

The museum is being created as
a monument and memorial to the
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, the founding president
of the UAE.

The resort’s facilities will include
a multi-purpose conference
centre, seven dining outlets
and an innovative urban beach
concept with an inﬁnity pool
suspended above the waters of
the Arabian Gulf.
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